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THE SERVICE – SETTING ONE with  Communion 

THREAD: Focused ministers shepherd as Christ shepherds. 

Hymn: The Son of God, Our Christ CW 738 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1957, ren. 1985 The Hymn Society. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712488 
Tune: © 1990 Estate of Alfred M. Smith. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712488 

In the name of the Father and of the ✝ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  
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        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

Silence for meditation and reflection 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the 

atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ✝ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Lord, Have Mercy 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the 

Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

Amen. 

Glory Be to God CW 157 
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THE WORD 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you have built your church on the foundation of the apostles and prophets with Christ Jesus himself as 

the cornerstone. Continue to send your messengers to preserve your people in true peace, that, by the preaching of your 

Word, your church may be kept free from all harm and danger; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

First Reading Ezekiel 2:9—3:11 

God tells Ezekiel to deliver a message to the house of Israel in captivity in Babylon.  It would not be easy because the people were 

stubborn and obstinate. Do it anyway.  God’s words can be difficult to swallow, but through faith they taste sweet. 

 9Then I looked, and I saw a hand stretched out to me. In it was a scroll, 10which he unrolled before me. On both sides 

of it were written words of lament and mourning and woe. 

 1And he said to me, “Son of man, eat what is before you, eat this scroll; then go and speak to the people of Israel.” 
2So I opened my mouth, and he gave me the scroll to eat. 

 3Then he said to me, “Son of man, eat this scroll I am giving you and fill your stomach with it.” So I ate it, and it 

tasted as sweet as honey in my mouth. 

 4He then said to me: “Son of man, go now to the people of Israel and speak my words to them. 5You are not being 

sent to a people of obscure speech and strange language, but to the people of Israel— 6not to many peoples of obscure 

speech and strange language, whose words you cannot understand. Surely if I had sent you to them, they would have 

listened to you. 7But the people of Israel are not willing to listen to you because they are not willing to listen to me, for 

all the Israelites are hardened and obstinate. 8But I will make you as unyielding and hardened as they are. 9I will make 

your forehead like the hardest stone, harder than flint. Do not be afraid of them or terrified by them, though they are a 

rebellious people.” 

 10And he said to me, “Son of man, listen carefully and take to heart all the words I speak to you. 11Go now to your 

people in exile and speak to them. Say to them, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says,’ whether they listen or fail to 

listen.” 
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The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Psalm: Let the People Praise You, O God Psalm 67D 

 

 
 

May God be gracious to us and / bless us 

    and make his face / shine on us— 

so that your ways may be / known on earth, 

    your salvation among all / nations. 

May the peoples / praise you, God; 

    may all the peoples / praise you. 

May the nations be glad and / sing for joy, 

    for you rule the peoples with equity and guide the nations / of the earth.    Refrain 

The land yields its / harvest; 

    God, our God, / blesses us. 

May God / bless us still, 

    so that all the ends of the earth will / fear him. 

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son 

    and to the Holy / Spirit, 

as it was in the be- / ginning, 

    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.    Refrain 
Tune: Dale Wood 
Text: © 1976 Massey H. Shepherd, Jr., admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: License no. 130009236 
Tune: © 1978 Augsburg Fortress, admin. Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712488 

Second Reading 1 Peter 5:1–4 

Peter urges the Elders to shepherd God’s flock.  This is not for the earthly benefit of the elders, but because this flock has been 

entrusted to their care. 

 1To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder and a witness of Christ’s sufferings who also will share in the 

glory to be revealed: 2Be shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care, watching over them—not because you must, 

but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve; 3not lording it 

over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. 4And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive 

the crown of glory that will never fade away. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation Isaiah 52:7 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

How beautiful on the mountains  

are the feet of those who bring good news. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  
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Gospel Luke 10:1–12,16–20 

The 72 were sent out on Jesus’ mission and with power.  Yet, they were not to rejoice in power, but rather, rejoice in names 

written in heaven. 

 1After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him to every town and place 

where he was about to go. 2He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the 

harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. 3Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. 4Do 

not take a purse or bag or sandals; and do not greet anyone on the road. 

 5“When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this house.’ 6If someone who promotes peace is there, your peace will 

rest on them; if not, it will return to you. 7Stay there, eating and drinking whatever they give you, for the worker 

deserves his wages. Do not move around from house to house. 

 8“When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is offered to you. 9Heal the sick who are there and tell them, 

‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 10But when you enter a town and are not welcomed, go into its streets 

and say, 11‘Even the dust of your town we wipe from our feet as a warning to you. Yet be sure of this: The kingdom of 

God has come near.’ 12I tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town. 

 16“Whoever listens to you listens to me; whoever rejects you rejects me; but whoever rejects me rejects him who 

sent me.” 

 17The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name.” 

 18He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19I have given you authority to trample on snakes and 

scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. 20However, do not rejoice that the 

spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Hymn of the Day: O Christians, Haste CW 901 
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Tune: © 1993 Bruce R. Backer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712488 

Sermon Text: Text: John 10:1-10 

“Truly, truly I tell you: Anyone who does not come into the sheep pen through the gate but climbs in some other way, he is a 
thief and a robber. But the one who comes through the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The watchman opens the gate for 
him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep each by name and leads them out. Every time he’s driven out all his 
own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. They will never follow a stranger; 
rather, they will run away from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 

Jesus told them this parable, but they did not understand anything he was saying to them. 

So Jesus again said, “Truly, truly I tell you that I am the Gate to the sheep. All who have come ahead of me are thieves and 
robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the Gate. If anyone comes through me, he will be safe, and he will come 
in and go out and find pastures. The thief does not come except to steal, kill, and destroy. I have come that they may have 
life and have it fully.” 

Sermon 

Sheep Know the Shepherd’s Voice 

▪ Jesus is the gate through which the minister must pass 
▪ Does your minister come through the gate of Jesus? 
▪ Yes, if he is held captive to the word of God 

Sermon by Rev. Greg Bitters, used by permission 
Ministering Elder: Jim Dietz 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
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    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your Son, through whom you 

have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit and his working through the means of grace. 

Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 

Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow and love toward all may 

increase. 

Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in lives of faith. 

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks of life. 

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and judge our laws. 

Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and science, the arts and culture. 

Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is difficult or dangerous. 

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity. Remember those who suffer persecution for the faith. 

Have mercy on those for whom death draws near. 

Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

… Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

Silent prayer 

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest from their labors. Console those 

who are mourning or living with sadness. 

Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 

Amen. 

Offering – The mail at church is being collected. Offerings may be mailed to:  

Peace Ev. Lutheran Church, 200 E. Beidler Road, King of Prussia, PA 19406 
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THE SACRAMENT 

Preface CW 165 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty 

and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come together in his 

name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth 

and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 167 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our Savior, our Redeemer, 

and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate 

Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands 

on the cross and released from eternal death all who believe in you. 

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us together to receive your Son’s 

body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, 

Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it 

to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my ✝ body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my ✝ blood of the 

new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance 

of me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169 
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Distribution Hymn: Here, O My Lord, I See You Face to Face CW 660 

 

 

 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that through it you will 

strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ✝ give you peace. 

Amen. 
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Hymn: O Christ, Who Called the Twelve CW 716 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 712488; Tune: Public domain 
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